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Project Summary 

 

According to Raymond Bial, the author of Saving America's Dogs says that, "Dogs have 

been our best friend for thousands and thousands of years, acting as companion, hunting partner, 

and protector in a relationship that has benefitted both parties." For our action project, we 

decided to focus on animal rights because they animals are targeted due to their vulnerability. As 

a group, it was difficult to decide on a social action project because there are many problems that 

we face in today's society. The problems are all based mostly on racism, sexualization, violence, 

gender equality, immigration, gun violence and much more. We didn't have a clear idea on what 

to focus on directly. As we talked with our group members and became friends we all concluded 

that we had a passion for animal rights simply because animals are innocent. We believe that all 

social movements have a voice and can defend their beliefs and rights as humans. Animals, on 

the other hand, have no voice and are constantly treated as product. Money is a huge incentive 

for corporation and big companies, and for everyone around the world. Animals are targeted and 

are used as product for things like, make-up, clothing, medicine, food, entertainment, and much 

more. Therefore, we decided to spend our time focusing, advocating, and campaigning for 

animals who are specifically in puppy mills. 

Our social movement was for animal rights, specifically for puppy mills and for all the 

animals in shelters. We decided to go off on the concept of adopt don’t' shop and inform others 



as to why they shouldn't shop for animals. Understanding what our collective action frame was, 

helped us understand the path that we wanted to take. A collective action frames are the frames 

that a social movement must create. They must provide the following: Firstly, an interpretation 

of what is going on. Secondly, a solution to what should be done about it. Lastly, provide 

motivation for people to act and tell them what they should do about it. For our interpretation on 

our social movement, we focused on adopting animals and not shopping for them. All of world, 

but mainly in developing countries, people have an issue with the over population of stray and 

homeless dogs. It's such an issue specifically because developing countries lack resources such 

as, money, economical sustainability, and education. We as a group want to advocate the issue 

on all the animals, specifically dogs, that are killed every day in shelters. Dogs are used as 

products in puppy mills and are used to breed and then either sold to pet stores/ public and/ or 

killed. In our solution, we decided to act upon the puppy mills in MN that are selling puppies to 

pet stores. Specifically, in Ramsey, Rice, Becker, Anoka, and Hennepin Counties in Minnesota. 

We created a petition for the public to sign, against these counties and plan to take action and 

present our idea with the Governor of Minnesota, Mark Dayton. If anyone has the ability to ban 

puppy mills, it would be the legal system.  

We stated that those who sign our petition do not support puppy mills and want to end the 

sales of animals in these counties. Banning puppy mills might seem like the best solution but that 

may not be the case. There are countless ways to breed dogs and sadly passing a law could not 

stop puppy mills for good. However, what we can do is to simply stop supporting puppy mills 

and to only buy animals from shelters. We have decided to keep our petition open and giving it 

to BENCHS so they can make the petition go further. The motivation for our movement is 

simply animals and protecting their rights against cruel practices and treatment.    



Our audience that we are targeting are the public, potential sympathizers, and our 

opponents, whom are the owners of the puppy mills. Our purpose of our action is to educate, 

touch people emotionally and create collective identity. Our goal would have been more 

successful if we had biographical availability to commit more time and effort into our 

movement. As full-time students we might not successfully stop puppy mills at once. That is 

why we are sending our petition to BENCHS so that our petition can do further with more 

signatures. Therefore, our campaign had some educational aspects, and we wanted to spread the 

word about puppy mills in Minnesota. We also created collective identity with fellow MNSU 

students who were against puppy mills and rescued stray dogs themselves. 

As a group we decided in the planning and execution phases in person and online via 

Facebook and email. We were constantly in contact through Facebook because all of us had a 

phone and it was quick to refer to. We found that this was very effective because we all had 

different schedule and we were not able to meet at the same time. Some hurdles we had as the 

team were; trying to get others to be involve such as Mankato City Council. We weren't able to 

communicate with them well and we had to redirect our action. We overcame it by seeking other 

resources and talking to right organization such as BENCHES.  The biographical availability 

refers to mean to being at appoint in life when there is the resource of time and fewer 

repercussions for social movement participation. As a college student, we do not have spare time 

to commit ourselves fully due to schedule conflict, lack of experience of being an activist. 

Two ways that our petition and our tabling event meet the goal of collective action frame 

of our movement was, we had a visual and facts at our tableting event. For our interpretation of 

our action, we educated people at our tabling event about puppy mill and shelters. We had some 

fact and statics on the five counties in Minnesota that practice breeding of dogs. As a solution we 



grabbed the attention of those who walked by and allowed them to pet Karla's dog, Neesa. Once 

we were able to grab their attention, we then informed them about our petition and asked if they 

would like to help by signing it. 

Two lessons that our group learned from this experience is that a social change can be 

successful if the participants have the biographical availability to commit to the social change 

and to have someone that's knowledgeable in movements and help others guide them into proper 

ways in using their resources. We also learned that it takes a lot of time and its extremely 

important to have a strong collective identity. Time is also a huge factor but overall, impacting 

social change in the future successfully is the right tangible and intangible resources are 

available.  

 Overall, we had a pleasant time working as a group and most importantly we worked 

together regarding a topic we were passionate about. It was fun to work on something that we 

felt passionate about. We also plan to keep the petition going to have more outreach. We believe 

our social movement action is realistic and hope to make a change. We will contact not only, 

BENCHS, but reach out to different shelters across MN to spread our message and have others 

on board with supporting our movement. 
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