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People often think of Christmas 
as a time of love and giving. This 
may be true for humans, but what 

about non-humans?



Why would 

this matter?

Each year at 
Thanksgiving time, 
people who are aware 
of the issues with the 
holiday and animals 
turn a microscope onto 
it. Those who are 
unaware may be made 
aware because of this. 
In the end, there is 
hope of change and 
action to help make 
this holiday easier on 
animals. So why don't 
we turn the same 
scope on to the 
Christmas holiday? Is 
ignoring the potential 
issues justified? 
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DOGS

Many dogs are purchased as 
Christmas presents each year. This 

is an issue that is not addressed 
enough.

An un-estimated number of dogs 
are purchased as gifts each 
year. In 2013, the UK saw 9,000 
of these dogs returned shortly 
after Christmas.

Reasons Why Getting a 
Dog for a Christmas Gift 
is a Bad Idea
1. Dogs are not 
toys. They are 
living beings, 
To purchase 

them as if they 
are a toy is 
always a 
mistake.

2. There is 
more beyond 

the initial 
purchase. 

The cost of a 
dog continues 
through the 

life of the dog. 

3. Christmas is 
not a good time 

for dogs. 
Introducing a 

puppy to a loud, 
raucous family 

for its first 
interactions will 
never be a good 

idea.



Sources

Consistency
It is important to remain 

consistent when advocating 
for or against societal issues. 

Often activists are not 
consistent in the amount of 
criticism they give towards 
holidays. These are two 

examples of areas that need 
to be given more attention. 
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