
CAFO stands for Concentrated 
Animals Feeding Operation. 
These are farms where 
animals are held and raised in 
confinement for their whole 
lives. Depending on the size of 
the operations, they can hold 
up to 300-1000 Calves/cattle, 
16500-55000 Turkeys, and 
9,000-30000 hens. Life on 
these operations for animals 
is far from perfect.  Multiple 
animals are crammed into 
small areas, and forced to live 
inside these building, some 
rarely or never going out into 
the sun.  
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For chickens in the operations 

they are overfed to the point where 

they can no longer stand their own 

weight causing them to fall and then 

are left on the ground to continue on or 

die. When they are transported to the 

slaughterhouse they are all crammed 

into small cages, multiple in one, with 

no food or water while they travel. 

Upon arrival at the slaughter house 

they are sometimes put into shackles, 

hung upside down and are put into a 

machine that cuts their heads off even 

when they are still alive.  

 Pigs in operations are also held 

in small pens, with little or no room to 

move. Female pigs are used to 

continuously reproduce new piglets. 

Some of the piglets are born to small or 

sick and are killed by workers using the 

“thumping” technique where they slam 

the heads of the piglets onto something 

hard to kill them like the floor.  

 Cattle are fed unnatural diets to 

help them grow in size as well. Female 

cows are treated as milk machines, their 

young taken from them shortly after 

birth causing stress on both mother and 

baby. Most female cows are kept 

pregnant so they can produce more milk 

than usual.  

 These animals never get the 

chance to raise their young, be with 

their families, or even be happy in their 

own environment. They live in pain and 

fear daily.  

 

“If slaughter houses had glass walls, everyone 
would be vegetarian”- Paul McCartney 

What really 
happens to the 
animals? 

For the animals living in 

these concentrated animal 

feeding operations, life 

expectancy is short and 

hard.  They endure 

unimaginable suffering, pain 

and stress in their daily 

lives. Most animals born 

inside of CAFO’s are taken 

from their mothers right 

after being born. They are 

fed to gain so much weight 

that some crumble under 

their own weight. They are 

also treated very poorly by 

some staff who beat, and use 

cruel ways to kill the 

animals. 
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