
Bridge that wildlife can safely cross 

over. 

Solutions 
• Vegetation rich-overs or under 

passes have slowly been created. 

Vegetated overpasses have reduced 

vehicle collisions over 90%.  

• There are less expensive options 

such as reduced speed limits and 

animal crossing warning signs. 

Warning signs do their best to 

increase awareness.  

• Roadside animal detection systems 

are computerized signs set up with 

flashing lights that go off when an 

animal breaks a light beam. These 

cost more than simple warning 

signs but less than most crossings. 

Although this sounds like a good 

solution, they aren’t very reliable. 

Wind can trigger a false warning 

and it doesn’t work with small 

wildlife.  

 

  

Background Information  
• 4 million miles of roads in the 

country have destroyed our wildlife 

habitat. Roads being built in the 

most remote parts of our society 

makes it hard for animals to avoid 

encounters.  

• Our roads and highways are 

designed with little consideration 

for our wildlife.  

• The large number of roadkill leads 

to a decline in species.  

• Vehicles are one of the largest 

threats to our country’s wildlife 

population.  

Statistics  
• 1,000,000 wild animals are killed 

every day on the road.  

• U.S has the highest deer-vehicle 

collision rate.  

• 150 people dead and 10,000 injured 

every year.  

• 90% of animal-vehicle collisions  

involve deer.  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Deer jumping out in front of a vehicle.  
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A roadside animal detection system 

being installed.  

Solutions Cont.… 

• Refrain from throwing trash 
out of the vehicle window. 
Following the illegal and 
terrible on the environment 
aspect, trash on the side of 
the road will attract wildlife 
to roads, the last place we 
want them to be.   

• Exercising caution at dawn 

and dusk will remind us to 

keep an eye out for wildlife.  

 

  

 “Housing developments, 

major highways, 

expanding farmlands and 

general urban sprawl 

have made it harder and 

harder for wildlife to 

move around freely” 

In England, a line of reflective 
paint along a pony’s body aims to 
cut down the number of casualties 
by vehicles.  

 

In the Florida Keys, eight alligator 

underpasses are planned to be 

incorporated into the rebuilding 

construction of Highway 1.  

 

In Australia, many vehicles have a 

protective “roo bar” to prevent 

vehicle damage from kangaroos.  

 

 

  

 

A Grizzly Bear crossing over an 
overpass in Banff National Park.  

Canada has successfully created 
two 150-foot-wide overpasses in 
Banff National Park.  

Washington State is currently in 
the process of building a wildlife 
bridge. This a seven-year project 
that will include 14 animal 
passageway along the 15-mile 
interstate.  

 

“Don’t Veer for Deer” 

 


